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his own. Nevertheless, it is also true that had he not so identi-
fied himself with their programmes, he would not have won the
esteem and regard of his subjects so markedly shown on his death.
In no field was King Faisal's assumption of power more
evident than in the circumstances attending the formation and
the fall of the Ministries. In spite of Article 66 of the Constitu-
tion which, contrary to the wishes of the King at the time of
drafting, had made the Ministers collectively and individually
responsible to the Chamber,1 not one of the fifteen Ministries
during his reign, 1921-33, owed its downfall to a direct vote of no
confidence by the Chamber.2 In almost every instance, the
resignation of the Cabinet was due either to the direct wish of
the King or to the belief that it no longer possessed His Majesty's
confidence. Thus, in early April, 1922, the reorganization of
the Naqib's Cabinet was occasioned by the King's dislike of
four Ministers and his determination to remove them from
office. The fall of the Naqib's second Cabinet, August I4th,
1922, was due to resentment on the part of the Ministers at
the King's interference and his obvious desire for its resignation.8
The retirement from office of 'Abdul Muhsin Beg as-Sa'dun,
November i6th, 1923, was in large measure the result of His
Majesty's objection to the strong line adopted by the Council,
particularly aginst the c Ulamd in June of that year.4 The King's
desire for a more aggressive Cabinet was known to be directly
responsible for the resignation of Taufiq Beg as-Sfiwaidi,
August 25th, 1929.* Nuri Pasha's resignation, October 24th,
1932, although attributed to a number of causes, was in reality
due to the King's wish for a change of Ministers, if not to more
personal reasons.
1  It may be argued with reason that this article did not make the ministers
exclusively responsible to the Chamber.
2 'Abdul Muhsin Beg resigned, however, November ist, 1926, when the
Chamber elected its President from the Opposition, as the result of a temporary
defection of the Kurdish section of the Taqdddam or Government Party,
Yasm Pasha has given as the reason for his resignation, June 26th, 1925, that he
felt he could not command the confidence of Parliament.
3 Supra, p. 357                   * Ibid., pp. 392-3.             a Ibtd., p. 412
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